
Guide to Transporting Research Materials

START
Does NIH Institutional 

Biosafety Committee require a 
registration for this material?

Contact NIH Division of Safety

Does NIH Office of Technology 
Transfer require a technology 

transfer agreement?

Is this chemical waste?

Is this live animal transport?

Is this cyclotron material?

Transport only on main 
campus?

Biological, chemical, or 
radioactive material?

Contact I/C Technology Development Coordinator

Contact NIH Division of Environmental Protection

Contact NIH Division of Veterinary Research and I/C Animal Program Director

Applies to inter- and intra-building transfers
Wear required dosimetry
 Carry research material with a gloved hand and use ungloved hand to 

touch common surfaces 
Use proper primary and secondary containers with applicable labels
Use designated elevators

Wear a lab coat or equivalent body covering while performing 
any lab operations and remove before leaving for non-
laboratory areas

 Carry research material with a gloved hand and use ungloved 
hand to touch common surfaces

Use proper primary and secondary containment with applicable 
labels and absorbent material

Use sealed, leak-proof break-resistant containers for blood or 
other potentially infectious materials

Use designated elevators
 Follow site-specific SOPs and permissions for RG-3 and RG-4 

materials
 Contact NIH Division of Safety and NIH Division of Environmental 

Protection for chemical transport between floors

 Do not wear PPE outside building
Use proper primary and secondary containment with applicable 

labels and absorbent material
Use sealed, leak-proof break-resistant containers for blood or 

other potentially infectious materials
Use designated elevators
 Contact NIH Division of Safety for radioactive materials
 Contact NIH Division of Safety and NIH Division of Environmental 

Protection for chemicals

Transport only in 
building?

 Contact NIH Division of 
Safety

 Contact NIH Division of 
Environmental Protection

Contact NIH Division of Safety

 Contact NIH Freight Forwarding Section or official delegated 
authority to procure shipping services

 Hazardous materials must be transported by a trained shipper
 Transport must be conducted in a government vehicle by 

trained staff
 Follow all applicable requirements of 49 CFR 171-178
 Contact Select Agent Program for applicable transfers

*The Guide to Transporting Research Materials applies to research materials and research laboratory operations. Handling of clinical specimens in the Clinical Center 
must follow applicable regulations, standards, policies, and procedures. See the NIH Clinical Center Bloodborne Pathogens Exposure Control Plan for handling of blood 
and other potentially infectious materials. 
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